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did. He thrice made a visit to Provence,—in fact ran away from the King, feeling bantered and roasted to a merciless degree,—but thrice came back. ' At the end of the first stage, he had always privately forgiven the King, and determined that the pretended visit should really be a visit only.1 ' Reads the King's Letters,1 which are many to him, ' always bareheaded, in spite of the draughts.11
Algarotti is too prudent, politely egoistic and self-contained, to take the trouble of hurting anybody, or get himself into trouble for love or hatred. He fell into disfavour not long after that unsuccessful little mission in the first Silesian War, of which the reader has lost remembrance. Good for nothing in diplomacy, thought Friedrich, but agreeable as company. ' Company in tents, in the seat of War, has its unpleasantness,1 thought Algarotti;—and began very privately sounding the waters at Dresden for an eligible situation; so that there has ensued a quarrel since; then humble apologies followed by profound silence,—till now there is reconcilement. It is admitted Friedrich had some real love for Algarotti; Algarotti, as we gather, none at all for him ; but only for his greatness. They parted again (February 1753) without quarrel, but for the last time;2—and I confess to a relief on the occasion.
Friedrich, readers know by this time, had a great appetite for conversation: he talked well, listened well; one of his chief enjoyments was, to give and receive from his fellow-creatures in that way. I hope, and indeed have evidence, that he required good sense as the staple; but in the form, he allowed great latitude. He by no means affected solemnity, rather the reverse ; goes much upon the bantering vein ; far too much, according to the complaining parties. Took pleasure (cruel mortal!) in stirring-up his company by the whip, and even by the whip applied to raws; for we find he had ' established,1 like the Dublin Hackney-Coachman, ' raws for himself; and habitually plied his implement there, when
1 Nicolai, Antkdottn, i. n-75i c'c. etc.
1 Algarotti Correspondence ((Enures de Frldtric, xviii. 86).